
Lesson Title

Target Grade Level Time of Lesson

Indiana Academic Standards for Target Grade Level

Declaration of Independence Principle

Engaging Congress Source

Explain Engaging Congress Unit Connection

Activity Description

Primary Source Link(s)

Additional Source(s)

Using Engaging Congress 
from the IU Center on 
Representative Government

Purpose: Participants will collaborate to 
connect founding principles to current 
curriculum standards and use CORG’s 
Engaging Congress digital tool to design 
engaging, classroom ready lesson activities. 

Tammy Root • Legacy Christian School • Noblesville, IN

https://engagingcongress.org
https://corg.iu.edu


Expected Learning Outcomes

Modi!cations / Di"erentiation
1. Di"erentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / IEP)

2. Di"erentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / IEP)

List any required materials and/or attach worksheets / graphic organizer / classroom materials

List all sources / links used (content and instructional)


	Lesson Title: Gerrymandering: The Consent of the Contorted?
	Target Grade Level: 12
	Time of Lesson: 45 minutes
	Indiana Academic Standards for Target Grade Level: USG.2.3 -Analyze and interpret central ideas on government, individual rights, and the common good
in founding documents of the United States.

USG.2.4 - Explain and analyze historical and contemporary examples of Founding Era principles of
American government including natural rights, federalism, social contract, constitutionalism,
representative democracy, political factions, liberty, security, justice, equality, the common
good, and individual rights.

	Declaration of Independence Principle: Consent of the Governed
	Engaging Congress Source: Unit: More Equal than Others (Influencing the Political Process)
Primary Source: The Gerry-mander, 1812; Dunlap Broadside
	Explain Engaging Congress Unit Connection: Gerrymandering, as illustrated by the Gerrymander, was/is a challenge to the principles of individual rights and representative democracy as outlined in the Declaration of Independence.
	Activity Description: Students will watch the Engaging Congress "A Balancing Act" video and then complete the accompanying exercises which analyze the Gerrymander map of Essex Co. in 1812 and then do a check for understanding. Students will then read/study together as a class the first two paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence, focusing on "all men are created equal" and "deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed." The questions "Is Gerrymandering true to the words "all men are created equal" and "Does Gerrymandering allow for a government whose powers from the consent of the governed" will be posed. Students will form two groups based on their answers to discuss their reasoning for their answers. For a fun way to end the lesson, students will play the Gerrymander game on the Engaging Congress website.

	Primary Source Links: https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.00000100/ The Gerry-mander political cartoon
	Additional Sources: https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html Declaring Independence: Drafting the Documents
	Expected Learning Outcomes: 
*Define gerrymandering and explain the term's origins.
*Identify Declaration of Independence principles.
*Analyze how redistricting can impact voting and equality.
*Examine primary sources for historical evidence.
*Form evidenced based arguments supporting a specific viewpoint.
*Collaborate with peers to bring together ideas and then present to a larger group.
	Modifications  Differentiation 1 Differentiation Strategy Target Grade Level  ELL  IEP: Above Grade Level Differentiation: As an additional assignment students will research Indiana HB 1032 and write a brief paper that explains the purpose of said bill and how it fared in the Indiana House and Senate. Students will include an analysis as well as an opinion if the bill is an example of gerrymandering.

	2 Differentiation Strategy Target Grade Level  ELL  IEP: 
ELL Differentiations: Online copy of the Declaration of Independence in Spanish provided by the Department of State. https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Spanish-translation-U.S.-Declaration-of-Independence.pdf

Online resources for reference and vocabulary:
Annotated Preamble to the Declaration of Independence https://www.gilderlehrman.org/declaration-independence/annotated/preamble
Vocabulary https://www.nps.gov/thst/learn/education/vocab.htm
	List any required materials andor attach worksheets  graphic organizer  classroom materials: 
Chromebooks or laptops for students to access Engaging Congress activity
Projector to show Gerry-Mander Political Cartoon and Dunlap Broadside
Teacher and student whiteboards with markers and erasers


	List all sources  links used content and instructional: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.00000100/ 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html 
https://www.engagingcongress.org/play/index.html
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Spanish-translation-U.S.-Declaration-of-Independence.pdf
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/declaration-independence/annotated/preamble
https://www.nps.gov/thst/learn/education/vocab.htm


