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Purpose: Participants will collaborate to

connect founding principles to current
curriculum standards and use CORG’s

Engaging Congress digital tool to design

T O L I F E engaging, classroom ready lesson activities.

Lesson Title
“Consent of the Governed: Voting as a Revolutionary Act”

Target Grade Level 8th Time of Lesson 3 - 45 minute class periods

Indiana Academic Standards for Target Grade Level

8.C.1 Identify and explain essential ideas of constitutional government, which include limited government; rule of law; due process of
law; separated and shared powers; checks and balances; federalism; popular sovereignty; republicanism; representative
government;individual rights to life, liberty, and property; and freedom of conscience.

8.C.4 Recognize and explain the relationship between the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in the United States.

8.C.5 Explain the importance of responsible participation by citizens in voluntary civil organizations to bring about social reform.

Declaration of Independence Principle

Consent of the Governed; Right of Revolution

Engaging Congress Source

The Judicial Branch: Impeachment in the News, The Executive Branch: Ex. Orders, A Balancing Act: 16th Amendment Res., Fair is
Not Always Equal: Loving v. Va., More Equal than Others: 2020 House Electoral College Map, Laws and Sausages: R. N.'s Resign.

Explain Engaging Congress Unit Connection

Each document is a primary or secondary source of a change in government structure, authority, or personnel (Revolution). The
change can either be sourced from the consent of the governed, or alters the way the consent is given (redistricting, public pressure).

Activity Description

After having covered the creation of the Constitution and discussing its key concepts, begin this lesson by re-reading together the
Declara6on of Natural Rights section of the Declaration of Independence. Remind students that they had previously discussed the
concepts of “Consent of the Governed” and “Right to Revolution,” and ensure that they understand the basic meanings of them. Then
tell students that we are going to look at how the Constitution protects those concepts in our Republic.

Divide students into 6 groups, and assign each group one of the Engaging Congress Sources listed above. Each group will create a
PowerPoint that they will present to the class regarding their assigned source. Each PowerPoint will include the following:

1. A historical explanation of the source, placing it in proper context.

2. An explanation of how the action or event represents consent of the governed (answering at least one of the following questions)
a. What processes put the decision makers in place? b. How did a decision maker face adverse effects of going around the consent
of the governed? c. How could consent of the governed be used to reverse the event or action?

3. An explanation of how the event or action represents revolution or change within the government.

Students will have any time remaining on the first day of the lesson, as well as the next full class period to create and upload their
PowerPoint presentations. On the third day of the lesson students will present their PowerPoints. Prior to each presentation, teacher
will show the opening video to the section of Engaging Congress from which the primary source is found.

Primary Source Link(s)
https://www.engagingcongress.org/play/index.html
Additional Source(s)

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs


https://engagingcongress.org
https://corg.iu.edu

Expected Learning Outcomes

*Students will understand how the concept of “consent of the governed” from the Declaration of Independence is embedded in the US
Constitution, and will be able to explain the various ways how the governed choose the people who make decisions within the
government. Furthermore, they will understand the concept that voting is a revolutionary act, allowing them to “alter or abolish
[government], and to institute new Government...to effect their Safety and Happiness.”

Modifications / Differentiation
1. Differentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / IEP)

Students may listen to the Declaration of Independence in English or Spanish in the online version of their textbook (McGraw-Hill
ConnectEd). The online version also allows them to click on unfamiliar or important words for definitions.

2. Differentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / |EP)
Teacher will be circulating the classroom to ensure all students within each group understand the primary source context and the

positions of those involved within the event or action. Additionally, paraprofessionals and ELL support staff may be available for
students with IEPs or ILPs.

List any required materials and/or attach worksheets / graphic organizer / classroom materials
The Declaration of Independence is included in the classroom set of Student Textbooks, as well as in their online textbook.

Students will be required to use their school issued iPad to create the PowerPoint presentations. Teacher will aid in students sharing
presentations within their groups.

List all sources / links used (content and instructional)

https://www.engagingcongress.org/play/index.html Engaging Congress website
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs National Archives founding documents including Declaration of Independence
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