
Lesson Title

Target Grade Level Time of Lesson

Indiana Academic Standards for Target Grade Level

Declaration of Independence Principle

Engaging Congress Source

Explain Engaging Congress Unit Connection

Activity Description

Primary Source Link(s)

Additional Source(s)

Using Engaging Congress 
from the IU Center on 
Representative Government

Purpose: Participants will collaborate to 
connect founding principles to current 
curriculum standards and use CORG’s 
Engaging Congress digital tool to design 
engaging, classroom ready lesson activities. 

Andy Morris • Concordia Lutheran High School • Fort Wayne, IN 

https://engagingcongress.org
https://corg.iu.edu


Expected Learning Outcomes

Modi!cations / Di"erentiation
1. Di"erentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / IEP)

2. Di"erentiation Strategy (Target: Grade Level / ELL / IEP)

List any required materials and/or attach worksheets / graphic organizer / classroom materials

List all sources / links used (content and instructional)


	Lesson Title: Declaring Our Happiness
	Target Grade Level: 11
	Time of Lesson: 85 minutes (1 class period in block schedule)
	Indiana Academic Standards for Target Grade Level: 
USH 1.1 - Read key documents from the Founding Era and analyze major ideas about government, individual rights, and the general welfare embedded in these documents.
USH 1.2 - Identify and tell the significance of controversies pertaining to slavery, abolitionism, and social reform movements.
	Declaration of Independence Principle: Equality and Inalienable Rights
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
	Engaging Congress Source: Unit: Fair is not always Equal (Federalism and States' Rights)
Videos: "Bill of Rights", "Amendments", "Diversity"
	Explain Engaging Congress Unit Connection: “Fair is Not Always Equal”. Students will use this website (documents and themes) to determine if the “pursuit of happiness” listed in the Declaration has actually been fulfilled. If not, then why hasn’t it? Students will discuss themes in their assigned task.
	Activity Description: 1)Students will read (with teacher leading) the first couple paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence.
a)Break into groups of two, what words are important? Why? 5 minutes b)Consolidate groups into fours, same questions 4 minutes 
c)Consolidate groups into eights, same questions 2 minutes d)Share with class after time to decide if agreement; if not, debate
2)Have students write down (individually) what their definition of “happiness” is. Partner with student of their choice to share, discuss, modify, etc…a)Have partner groups discuss difference between personal happiness and collective happiness Differences?
3)Introduce Engaging Congress unit "Fair is Not Always Equal" a) Students will examine the primary sources in the unit with partner, deciding if the federal government has the right to decide how the citizens of the nation should be “controlled” to be happy b) Answer the questions:Does the government know how to make us happy? Does our personal happiness matter to the government?
4)Play “Fair is Not Always Equal” videos
5)Student   the D of I; does the “pursuit” of happiness reside with you, or the government? Who decides how to make you happy?Who decides if you are happy? Can your happiness infringe on someone else’s happiness, making them unhappy?b)Write a two paragraph mini-essay about your stance regarding the government’s role in happiness in personal life, compared to what you believe the Founding Fathers might have meant. Are they the same, or different? Why so? Consider the ideas of the Declaration of Independence as opposed to the ideas of the Magna Carta (the first real document designed to limit a ruler’s power). Are the ideas similar or different? How? Consider the ideas of the Declaration of Independence.
	Primary Source Links: https://engagingcongress.org/primary-sources/index.html - Engaging Congress website
	Additional Sources: https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript - Transcript of Declaration of Independence
	Expected Learning Outcomes: 
Students should:
*be able to discern the ideas of the Declaration of Independence and relate them to the ideas of the Constitution and the Magna Carta;
*be able to determine their personal view of the government’s role in their personal happiness; and
*be able to demonstrate an understanding of the different ideas between “planned” goals and “real” goals, as far as the Founding Fathers go
	Modifications  Differentiation 1 Differentiation Strategy Target Grade Level  ELL  IEP: 
Students will have access to modified/simplified documents.

	2 Differentiation Strategy Target Grade Level  ELL  IEP: 
Students will be evaluated on their level of achievement, rather than “standardized” level

	List any required materials andor attach worksheets  graphic organizer  classroom materials: 
1) Students will receive handouts of:
     a) Declaration of Independence
     b) US Constitution
     c) Magna Carta (translated)
2) Students will need:
     a) Notebook paper
     b) Pen/pencil
     c) Textbook (as needed)


	List all sources  links used content and instructional: https://www.engagingcongress.org/play/index.html - Engaging Congress Videos
https://engagingcongress.org/primary-sources/index.html - Engaging Congress primary sources
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript - Transcript of Declaration of Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_of_Five - Wikipedia page for Committee of Five
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/constitution.htm - Transcript of US Constitution
https://www.archives.gov/files/press/press-kits/magna-carta/magna-carta-translation.pdf - Transcript of Magna Carta


